Community as a starting point for recognition of the profession. However, I would like to point out that the first paper published following this Editorial was titled " Biochemistry and molecular genetics of muscle disease " [3] , thus stressing the changing face of clinical laboratories that was finally recognized in 1998 when the journal was renamed " Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine " . This visionary decision by Gerard Siest recognized the international status of the journal, which in fact, is the official journal of the International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC), in addition to being the official journal of the European Federation of Laboratory Medicine (EFLM). The name change also was in keeping with the desire to represent the current nature of our profession which is no longer limited to classical " clinical chemistry " .
The growth of the journal over the past 50 years is readily apparent from an increase in the submission of manuscripts and rise in the impact factor. In 2012, CCLM is more vital than ever, but this would not have been possible without the invaluable and inspired contributions of many scientists, particularly those individuals who have served as Editor in Chief of the journal and whose names are recognized in Table 2 .
Publishing is, first and foremost, communicating. Over the centuries and particularly over the past decades, medical journals, including CCLM , have provided a forum for sharing and discussing new insights, divulging and promoting standardization and guidelines, and for publishing not only Original Articles but also Reviews, Opinion Papers, Letters to the Editor, Commentaries, Congress Abstracts and Proceedings of important scientific and medical meetings. In this way, CCLM has helped to prevent the loneliness of laboratory professionals around the world, sometimes creating collaboration and friendships between individuals who have previously never met. The Internet and other social media technologies have dramatically changed the way we access information. We no longer have to spend hours or days in libraries to obtain the printed information we require. information [4] . The role of medical journals, including CCLM , in this environment remains uncertain, and there is still no definitive answer to many questions. First, how can we digest the increasing amount of information available on the Internet, and second, how can we assess the quality of the information itself ? Navigating many obstacles, CCLM needs to continue adapting to a changing environment [5] , improve its ability to guarantee the quality of the peer-review process, maintain transparency in decisions regarding the rejection/acceptance of any paper, ensure the integrity of publications and avoid the risk of plagiarism and fraud. These tasks require the effort and cooperation of many stakeholders. Therefore, the celebration of the 50th anniversary is an opportunity to thank all Associate Editors, members of the Editorial Board, the huge number of valuable referees who have agreed to review manuscripts and are willing to spend the time evaluating the quality of submitted papers, and last but not least, our authors and readers. I truly hope that CCLM may continue to be a valuable source of knowledge and information for laboratory professionals first, but also for physicians and scientists around the world. Happy 50th anniversary!!
